
act for me. IfI failed in being all that I should have been as a father, Julie was 

there to carry the load, to listen and to love our children for the both of us. 

I hope I was there enough for them, but I was never there enough for me! It hurt 

in places that only far away fathers understand. Since Julie's death, they have 

been there for me, as only a grieving widower can understand. 

God I love them so! Family was and family is all that it is supposed to be. 

Today, my children and I have a conference call every Monday evening to catch 

up and just love on each other. Frequently one of our five children camps out in 

Aubum, Alabama with me and we just enjoy all that family can enjoy. 

Being an old soldier today, I understand who gives and takes the orders today... 

and every now and then, this old soldier gets his way. 

Having had a life of some success, I hope my children are proud of what Julie and 

I achieved together. Today, it is I who am proud beyond words. We have five 

children and thirteen grandchildren who are successfully carrying on what we 

started in 1949. 

With all due respect, the stars on my shoulders - the career - the books - the 

movie - all matter, but do not begin to rank with what it has been like to have 

been loved by Julie and to have been blessed with the family that I enjoy. 

By name, I declare my deepest love for our five children and their families. 

Ceci 

David 

Greg 

Julie 

Steve 
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Since Julie's death, I ache so for her, but am comforted to believe that we will 

soon be together forever. Her spirit lives deep within this old soldier. 

And through her spirit still, I see heaven. 

Pari IX - On Legacy: "National Alliancefor Public Trust" 

"There are certain things that are fundamental to human fulfillment The 

essence of these needs is captured in the phrase 'to live, to love, to learn, to 

leave a legacy'. The need to live is our physical needfor such things as food, 

clothing, shelter, economical well-being, health. The need to love is our social 

need to relate to other people, to belong, to love and to be loved. The need to 

learn is our mental need to develop and to grow. And the need to leave a legacy 

is our spiritual need to have a sense ofmeaning, purpose, personal congruence, 

and contribution" Stephen R. Covey 

I have given this great thought. With me, it represents my life's work in 

principled leadership carried on by my family, friends, and possible programs in 

place to help others in leadership. 

America cannot have too many good leaders and it all begins in family, 

community and one's profession. In my case, I have always loved to learn, teach 

and train. Give me a person who wants to better him or herself, and I am in a 

"zone." 

A legacy is a must-do. The best legacies leave behind those things that warrant 

being left behind and becoming a part of America for a very long time. If 

possible, they should be deliberate acts of planning and executing in advance of 

death. They must be placed in the hands of others who wish to carry on. They 

must be funded, if appropriate, to the degree needed to make a difference to others 

in a good way. 
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Upon further reflection, it has been the sum of the total of my life's experiences 

that will probably be my legacy. To focus on one aspect of my life or events 

would be short-sided. I should put into words what I would hope my legacy 

would be long after I am gone. 

My Preferred Legacy 

1 wish to be loved by myjamily, and respectedfor my love ojGod, family and 

nation. 1 wish that sen;ice to my country would be an example jor all who have 

sen;ed. 1 wish that my constant life pursuit o/principled leadership and leading 

and trabu'llg others with the help ofGod Almighy wm be carriedforth ill ways 

that influence youth and mature adults to hecnme even hetter leaders. As 1 have 

spent my life learning from others, perhaps others might benefit in learningfrom 

this old soldier. With this shared, 1wish jor others to know how deeply 1 value 

the joundation, where 1 serve as founder - The National Alliance for Public Trust. 

( ) It has the potential to contribute to America'sjuture, 

"in shifting, ifever so slightly, the internal soul ojAmerica's humanity." It is all 

about principled leadership, inspired scholarship and trusted stewardship. As a 

part ojmy legacy, 1 am equally proud oj this becoming a long lasting institution 

dedicated to leadership. Julie and 1 are thankful for this honor and privilege. 

With the sum of the total oj this legacy, 1 shall rest in peace when the time comes. 

This is a must-do. 

Part X - On a Moral Compass: "Practicing Obedience" 

"The strength ofa man's l'irtue should not be measured by his 

special exertions, but by his habitual acts." Blaise Pascal 
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Life is tough, and we have habits, some good and some not so good, that can 

make life even tougher. Bad habits can be tough to live with; good habits can be 

even tougher to live \vithl 

It is all about the choices we make. I do not have aU of the answers - never did. 

My life has been full of opportunities to be less than obedient. Old age may make 

one wise, but not necessarily right. At 87 years old, I can still be less than 

obedient. Not having the answers, what I do have are the right questions. I know 

what questions to ask and I know how to determine the downside of poor choices 

and the upside to good choices. I have always looked forward to and loved the 

upside of life. 

And, I know this, aJl the while I can remember back to the early years in the 

1920's to this very day in 2009, practicing obedience to the very end remains my 

life's goal. Obedience in the beginning, obedience aJong the way, and obedience 

to the very end - that is the long, straight and narrow path to peace of mind, heart 

and soul. 

If I sound rather bold and matter of fact, I am. 

I learned that, too. 

It may appear to the casual observer that I have not had "fun" in my life. Nothing 

could be further from the truth. This soldier had fun! In many ways, obedience 

can be boring, but in my business - that means staying alive and keeping my 

troopers alive. For the most part, fun was achieved within given guidelines I 

learned somewhere as I chose my path, and with that path my habitual acts grew 

to be more positive, predictable and progressive. Also, obedience practiced alone 

is different than practicing it with others. By being careful in who my friends 

were, practicing obedience was not only easier, but reinforced my best intentions. 

Friends matter at all ages! 
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My parents handed the moral compass to me. I proudly wear it still. There has 

never been a doubt that each of us wears such a compass around our neck. The 

weight of it can be burdensome, but yet uplifting. For whom the compass points, 

it points for thee! 

Part XI - The End: "Julie, I'm Home 

"1 still find each day too short for all the thoughts 1 want to think, all the walks 

1 want to take, all the books 1 want to read and all the friends 1 want to see. " 

John Burroughs 

A great gift was given to me recently. 

In June 2009, Tom and Mady Flohr wrote the words to a song based upon their 

having read A General's Spiritual Journey, and one chapter entitled "Julie, I'm 

Home." They turned it into a song and performed it for me. I instantly decided 

and requested that it be performed at my funeral. A second song version of "Julie 

I'm Home" is also being written by songwriter Tony Haselden, for other purposes 

in Nashville, Tennessee. 

A song about my Julie! What a perfect ending for a perfect lady. 

I offer you my life's purpose. I give to God my heart and soul. Thank you dear 

friends and may this work serve as a blueprint for any who wish to find a better 

leader within. 
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Afterword - "Honoring Honor" 

It is a gift of the highest kind to serve another. 

The act in being able to support GeneraJ Moore in completing the leadership work 

that he began with Julie in 2002 was not part of our understanding. Although we 

have had many moments in sharing and writing, this was to be his inner story on 

leadership. Since her death in 2004, I have been sitting and listening to Hal 

Moore speak on many subjects about leadership. I ask the questions and he jumps 

in with his leadership viewpoints and were included as a part of the work. 

Parked on a shelf for these past five years, and forgotten were Julie and Hal's 

work. However, a new beam in Gen. Moore's eyes could be seen when the work 

was found in 2009. 

I read Julie's notes to him and Gen. Moore's notes back to her. It became clear 

just how v{l]ued she was to his thinking, spe{lking {lnd writing. The deeper this 

work became, the more it had her signature allover it. He relied on her judgment 

every step of the way. 

This was to be more than a story about a man and leadership. It was to be a joint 

experience in taking their life's views with regard to leadership and offering them 

to others. 

When Gen. Moore asked me to assist in bringing closure to the work that Julie 

and he had started, with privilege - it all fell into place. If you happen to be a 

puzzle expert, there were a thousand pieces to this puzzle, and every time I 

reached over to try to place a new piece into place - it fit. 

This is the first and only book ever to be written by Hal Moore with Julie Moore. 
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